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KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP CLLR MUESEE KAZAPUA, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF WINDHOEK, ON THE OCCASION OF THE COMMEMORATION OF WORLD AIDS DAY 2017

DATE:
06 DECEMBER 2017

TIME:
10H00

VENUE:
SAM NUJOMA STADIUM
Director of Ceremonies, Mr. Fillemon N. Hambuda, Strategic Executive: Economic Development and Community Services;

Hon Cllr Fransina Ndateelela Kahungu, Chairperson of the Health and Wellness Steering Committee of the City Of Windhoek; 

Hon Ruben Sheehama, Regional Councillor for Katutura East Constituency;

Hon Regional and Local Authority Councillors present;

Dr. Tharcisse Barihuta, UNAIDS Country Director;

Reverend Kuzatjike of the Evangelic Lutheran Church in Republic of Namibia;

Ms. Naemi Heita, Namibia Red Cross Secretary General,

Mr. Kenneth Kamwi, Monitoring and Evaluation Manager;

Mr. Barthelomeus Kauahima, Motivational Speaker;

Representatives of UN Agencies;

Officials of the City of Windhoek;

Representatives of Government Ministries;

Representative and Members of the Civil Society Organizations present;

Distinguished Invited Guests;

Members of the Media;

Ladies and Gentlemen;
Good Morning!
It is a pleasure for me to be here with you today, at the occasion marking the commemoration of World AIDS Day. The event is being commemorated under the global theme of “Right to Health”, and locally we are placing focus on men’s health as a right. 

Before I start with my address, I would like to first and foremost acknowledge the presence of our partners and stakeholders who supported us throughout the year and worked with us tirelessly to ensure that this event is a success. These are: the Ministry of Health and Social Services, The Khomas Regional Council, Hon Cllr Ruben Sheehama, UNAIDS; Namibia Red Cross Society; Healthworks Business Coalition; Walvisbay Corridor Group; Community Leaders; the B-El Primary School Soccer Team and the Best Young Stars Soccer Team, other partners and stakeholders. 
In the same spirit, I wish to express our heartfelt gratitude to the leaders of Support Groups and their members present here for providing the much needed support the infected and affected member of our population. 

I am aware that you carry a heavy burden as you are sometimes forced to divert the little resources you have, towards basic needs, medical expenses and nutritional needs of the people you care for. So, thank you very much.
Ladies and Gentlemen

Today’s event is a special opportunity for the City of Windhoek in collaboration with its stakeholders to show solidarity, care and concern to those infected and affected by the AIDS epidemic.

Overall, today’s event highlights the importance our collective roles as leaders in our various capacities in the AIDS response - from men and women as head of households to church leaders, political leaders, community leaders, leaders of youth organizations, leaders of support groups, etc.
Specifically, and in recognition of this year’s theme, we are reminded about the rights of our residents to available, accessible, affordable, acceptable and quality health care.
Equally, we are reminded about the universal agreement to end AIDS as a global public health threat by 2030. 
Therefore, this year’s commemoration is an ideal platform for me to re-iterate the Council’s commitment to support this noble global agenda of ending AIDS and national efforts of fast-tracking the AIDS response in Windhoek.
Our commitment and contribution to the aforementioned stems from the honour bestowed upon me as the Mayor of Windhoek to champion the Paris Declaration of 1 December 2014 on the Fast-Track Cities for ending AIDS in the age of Sustainable Development Goals.
Director of Ceremonies,
Allow me to stress that as champion of the Paris declaration, I made a solemn commitment to lead by example and to provide leadership for the implementation of high impact programs to achieve the 90-90-90 targets. 

This is indeed a great honour for me, Dr Barihuta, and a noble task I promise accomplish with passion. I am therefore delighted to share with you the following milestones as progress made under my leadership since I signed the Paris declaration:
I. In this role, I facilitated the signing of the Paris Declaration by 55 Mayors of Towns, Villages and Settlements, and I further committed to complete this task with the five remaining Mayors early next year.

II. I gave my blessing for the hosting of the Community Mobilization and Engagement Event for the elimination of mother to child transmission of HIV (EMTCT), in partnership with the Office of the First Lady.

III. I initiated and hosted the first Men Engagement event to promote men’s health in partnership with the Ministry of Health and Social Services, Healthworks Business Coalition; Walvisbay Corridor Group, other partners and stakeholders.
IV. The CoW is reviewing its HIV/AIDS Strategic Plan to align it with the Fast-Track 90-90-90 Targets, as well as the National Strategic Framework on HIV and AIDS in Namibia.

V. I also committed to provide technical support to other Mayors for localizing the Paris Declaration through sharing of our good practices and experience.
Director of Ceremonies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Lastly, I want to say that the ambience we are witnessing today is our contribution to the well-being of our communities, in recognition of our commitment to place people at the centre of everything we do, in line with the Paris Declaration.

This is made possible by Council in close collaboration with UNAIDS, the Red Cross Society, Healthworks Business Collision and all other key partners in the response to HIV and AIDS in Windhoek, as part of our social and sectoral responsibility. 

The hosting of this event today is also clear testimony of the political will and commitment of the City Council and its management, as we work towards responding to HIV/AIDS and its impacts and more especially towards ending AIDS by 2030.

I further wish to encourage all of us here to take advantage of the testing and wellness mobilizes services on-site curtesy of our partners – Healthworks Business coalition.
As I conclude, let me re-assure our stakeholders and development partners that the City leadership will take full advantage of our collaboration, to advocate for increased access to basic health and HIV and AIDS prevention services to underserved communities, like men and those in our informal settlements.
I hope that all of you as partners and invited guests are as excited as we are, to be part of this important day on the Calendar of the City of Windhoek, and that you are excited to enjoy the performances by The Dogg and One Blood, as well as refreshments.

I wish you all a Merry Christmas and Prosperous 2018, and God Bless You All!!
I Thank You!
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